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                                  CITY OF ABSECON

                                Municipal Complex

                                    500 Mill Road

                         Absecon, New Jersey 08201

Carie A. Crone 







PH.   (609) 641-0663 ext. 101   

City Clerk








FAX (609) 645-5098
MARCH 5, 2009  

WORK & REGULAR MEETING

MINUTES

FLAG SALUTE – Mayor

INVOCATION – Pastor Ed Davis, United Methodist Church
ROLL CALL: Marczyk, Norris, Vizthum, Gorman, Caterson

Absent: Green, Falivene

Also Present: Mayor Elco; City Solicitor, Mike Blee; City Administrator, Terry Dolan; CFO, Jessica Thompson & Carie Crone, City Clerk; Eddie Dennis, City Engineer

PRESIDENT’S STATEMENT ON THE SUNSHINE LAW – Lynn

NOTIFICATION THAT THIS MEETING IS ELECTRONICALLY RECORDED – Lynn

PUBLIC PORTION

Motion to open to public – Councilman Norris – second – Councilman Vizthum

All were in favor.  

Mark Gorman – 11 W. Curran Drive – asked about his request about purchasing some land from the city where NY Ave. and 15th St. meet along the bike path.  Knows it was discussed in closed session but he wanted to know each individual’s stance on the matter.

Mike – land sales fall under the open public meeting’s act and are discussed privately. If it’s general questions about the philosophy of selling public land, then they could discuss that. He instructed council not to discuss what was said at that session. He noted for the record that Councilwoman did abstain from that closed session.

Lynn – told Mark to refer to the development plan in place for that entire area for future plans.

Mark – does the plan that you have in front of you fall under that plan? Does that lot planned to have a home on it?

Lynn – yes, but can’t exactly remember the plan but it’s not put into place now.

Joe – this isn’t the first time this property came up; others have asked generally about it and they have been referred to the plan too.  Can’t remember that specific lot in question.  

Mark – you mentioned a deficit of $365,000 plus or minus.

Lynn – we are trying to reduce that number and our budget is not finalized. 

Mark – you have an individual willing to start the bid process for a piece of land that could possibly bring in at least $105,000, the price the land went for a few years back.  The person would improve the street and sewer themselves.  Thinks it’s a great idea and you wouldn’t have to cut things in the budget.   Feels they should think about it again.

Mike – explained how these decisions are made and why it’s done in closed session. He did say that council did really look at this offer and how the decisions are made. 

Motion to close – Councilman Norris – second – Councilman Vizthum

All were in favor.

PRESENTATION OF NEW WEB SITE – Terry showed what the revised web site looks like to council and some functions of the site.  

WORK MEETING

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS LISTED BELOW ARE FOR DISCUSSION AND MAY BE ACTED UPON AT THE REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL.

Lynn – asked for a motion to add Res.71-09 – appointing two full-time and one part-time dispatcher.

Motion to approve – Councilman Vizthum – second – Councilwoman Gorman

All were in favor.
2009 RESOLUTIONS

65
Authorizing the City of Absecon to accept donations for the 2009 Concerts in Heritage Park.





MOVED
66
Authorizing the Mayor to enter into an inter-local agreement with Atlantic County Utility Authority for Motor Fuel.




MOVED
67
Authorizing the Mayor to enter into an inter-local agreement with Atlantic County for Aerial Mosquito Spraying.






MOVED
68
Authorizing the submission of the City of Absecon’s Tonnage Grant application for the year 2008 to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection.     MOVED
69      Authorizing a refund of an overpayment of taxes on the property located at 302 Burning   

          Tree Blvd.




MOVED
71      Appointing two full-time and one part-time dispatcher 

MOVED
REGULAR MEETING

2009 ORDINANCES

01
Amending the Code of the City of Absecon, Chapter 330, Vehicles in Traffic, Section 29.


Motion for second reading - Councilman Norris – second – Councilman Vizthum

ROLL CALL: Marczyk, yes; Norris, yes; Vizthum, yes; Gorman, yes; Caterson, yes

Motion to open to public – Councilman Norris – second – Councilwoman Gorman

All were in favor.  No public comment.

Motion to close public – Councilman Norris – second – Councilman Vizthum

All were in favor.

Motion for final reading and adoption– Councilwoman Gorman – second – Councilman Norris

ROLL CALL: Marczyk, yes; Norris, yes; Vizthum, yes; Gorman, yes; Caterson, yes

Consent Agenda

All matters listed under item, Consent Agenda, are considered to be routine by 

the City Council and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed.  There will 

be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be discussed separately.

Resolutions #65 through #71 made up the consent agenda.

Motion to move Consent Agenda – Councilman Norris – second – Councilwoman Gorman

Roll Call: Marczyk, yes; Norris, yes; Vizthum, yes; Gorman, yes; Caterson, yes
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST- $443,025.11
Motion to approve: – Councilman Norris – second – Councilwoman Gorman

Roll Call: Marczyk, yes; Norris, yes; Vizthum, yes; Gorman, yes; Caterson, yes

REPORTS

Mayor – the Planning Board approved two site plan waivers last week – a new grocery store on New Road and the Dunkin’ Donuts remodeling of their building.  We have heard back and the State has finally agreed to installing a left-hand turn signal at Haddon Ave. going east. Emergency Mgmt. is still working through changes. There was a chief/communications meetings discussing the radios and it was very productive in which the County now feels comfortable that they have found out the problem.  

Chief Cowan – they are confident that they have narrowed down the problem and are putting about $30,000 into this problem, which is solely for our problems we are having in Absecon. We are documenting all of our problems – some minor, some serious. The County has been responsive to our complaints but will see after the repairs are completed and the issues still occur we do have an avenue we want to take a look at. 

Mayor – asked Joe while he was present if it was true regarding the stimulus package from the State, that there might be money for new hires?

Chief – yes there is one billion dollars available for new hires for police personnel and 2 billion for programs. We are going to jump on it if possible.

Joe – no report.  He complimented the city workers and police for their work during the snowstorm.

Charlie – also thanked the streets and roads and police dept. Read from a list from Fred on the projects that are ongoing. Announced concert series will be starting June 28th and thanked Terry for his work. 

Jim – public safety discussed pros and cons after the snowstorm. Economic Development addressed issues from the Downtown Committee and thanked Eddie Dennis for ideas.  A seminar for small businesses will be held on 3/23 – notices will be given out to the businesses. Our next mtg. is 4/2.

Bobbie – listed all events for the month.

Lynn – complimented the city employees for their good work on clearing the streets during the snowstorm. We are continuing to work on budget issues. We are waiting to hear about the pension system. The bill regarding library taxes has been reduced.  

Terry – thanked council for their kind words on behalf of the public works dept. and thanked them for their patience during the web-site presentation.

PUBLIC PORTION – 
Motion to open to public – Councilman Norris – second – Councilman Vizthum

All were in favor.  No public comment. 

Motion to close – Councilman Norris – second – Councilman Vizthum

All were in favor.

CLOSED SESSION – RESOLUTION - #71- 2009

Attorney Mike Blee – stated the reasons as being:

1. Under the litigation exception to the open public meetings acts, specifically Pinnacle Club of Absecon.  Those minutes can be disseminated when litigation is concluded.

2. Under the contract negotiation exception to the open public meetings act, specifically contract negotiations with the Chief of Police. Those minutes can be disseminated perhaps only by court order. 

There will be no action taken by council following executive session. 

Motion to enter closed session – Councilman Norris – second – Councilman Vizthum

All were in favor.

Mike – it’s now 9:40 p.m. and the issues discussed were those announced prior to going into executive session.

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn meeting – Councilman Norris – second – Councilman Vizthum

All were in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Carie A. Crone, Clerk

Approved: ___________________
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