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                                  CITY OF ABSECON

                                Municipal Complex

                                    500 Mill Road

                         Absecon, New Jersey 08201

Carie A. Crone 







PH.   (609) 641-0663 ext. 101   

City Clerk








FAX (609) 645-5098
APRIL 16, 2009  

WORK & REGULAR MEETING

MINUTES

FLAG SALUTE – Councilman Norris

INVOCATION – Rev. Dean Bult, Mainland Baptist Church, Galloway

ROLL CALL: Marczyk, Norris, Vizthum, Gorman, Caterson

Absent: Green, Falivene & Mayor Elco

Also Present:  City Solicitor, Mike Blee; City Administrator, Terry Dolan; CFO, Jessica Thompson & Carie Crone, City Clerk

PRESIDENT’S STATEMENT ON THE SUNSHINE LAW – Lynn

NOTIFICATION THAT THIS MEETING IS ELECTRONICALLY RECORDED – Lynn

PUBLIC PORTION

Motion to open to public – Councilman Norris – second – Councilman Vizthum

All were in favor.  No public comment.

Motion to close public – Councilman Norris – second – Councilwoman Gorman

All were in favor.

WORK MEETING

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS LISTED BELOW ARE FOR DISCUSSION AND MAY BE ACTED UPON AT THE REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL.

2009 ORDINANCES

03 An Ordinance of the City of Absecon, to exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits and to establish a Cap Bank (N.J.S.A. 40A-45.14)

Jessica – gave a brief explanation that we do this every year and it would help in the future years if we need it. It’s like an insurance policy to keep us on track for the future.   

MOVED TO INTRODUCTION

04
An Ordinance to vacate a portion of Reed Road, within the City of Absecon, County of Atlantic.

Terry – explained that a site plan has been approved by the Zoning Board.

Lynn - they are asking for part of Reed Rd. that is to the right when you hit Reed Rd. off of Turner to be vacated.

Joe – does it make sense to do this?

Terry – yes. The developer wants to make that the main entrance into the new trailer park complex instead of off Rt. 30, which is more dangerous.  It will provide them with a safe and friendly entrance into the park. It has been reviewed by the fire dept. and they support as well as the police dept.

MOVED TO INTRODUCTION

2009 RESOLUTIONS

79
Authorizing the introduction of the 2009 Municipal Budget.     Moved
Lynn – this year’s budget is less than the 2008 budget even though our revenues are down. We got spending down. The tax rate will be an increase of 2.9 cents per $100.00 of assessed value. Almost every dept. has a lower operating budget. Thanked the library for money they gave back.  Trash collection will stay once a week. No gypsy moth spraying will be done due to low egg mass survey counts. The tax sale was done early and we were able to use those monies collected for the budget. She thanked the employees of the tax office for their diligent work.  We’ve decided not to take the state’s offer of pension deferral payment option because it would cost the taxpayer’s an additional $80,000. We will pay it in full.

Joe – Lynn you summarized it well.  The first question people ask is what is the practical effect of the 2.9 cents raise? A home assessed at $100,000 had a city tax bill of $629. – this year will be $658; a change of $28.00.  For $200,000 a change of $57.00; and $300,000 a change of $85. Feels this is a good result and he is happy with the budget. He believes the school tax will be 1.9 cents, if passed, so you have to figure that in too.

Charlie – thinks it’s an excellent budget when looking at the whole County. Everyone did a wonderful job and thanked Terry and Jessica.

Jim – in touch times people step up and we seem to have good people in every dept. and the residents should be proud of this budget.

Bobbie – this is my 8th budget and I think the hardest to put together.  There was a lot less money coming in and she thanked all dept. heads as well as Jess & Terry.  Other towns are laying off and doing furloughs and we avoided that.

Lynn – thanked all of council and we will have a public hearing next meeting.

80
Authorizing the Mayor to enter into a memorandum of agreement with Mainland PBA Local 77 – Absecon Unit for a three year Labor Agreement.

Moved
Lynn – gave a brief overview of the contract. It would be a 3.9% wage increase across the board but they are going to contribute 1% of those salaries towards health insurance so it really is an annual increase of 2.9%.  Tuition limited to 8 credit hours a year.  Both council and PBA are happy with this agreement. 

81
Authorizing the Submission of the City of Absecon’s Tonnage Grant Application for the year 2008 to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection.   Moved
82 Authorizing the advertisement for a part time Boat Ramp Monitor.     Moved
Terry – this part-time person is paid from the fees we realize.

83 Authorizing the Mayor to sign a New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Permit Application for treatment works approval for sanitary sewer modification.  Moved
84 Authorizing for an application for Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant Funding.                       Moved
Terry - This is from the stimulus money from the Dept. of Justice and it’s a grant in the amount of $21,936 to be used to defer the cost of a patrol vehicle for the police dept.

85 Authorizing the Mayor to enter into an Interlocal Agreement with Atlantic County for reimbursement of costs associated with the design, inspection, and construction of New Jersey Avenue.                Moved
Terry – unfortunate the Mayor is not here tonight as well as Fred and Jerry who have been a big part of this. It will provide for $1.5 million in funding from the county to the city so that we can finally take care of the road surface from Michigan Avenue to Ritz Drive on New Jersey Ave.

86 Establishing salaries for the City of Absecon for 2009.                     Moved
87 Authorizing for an application for Community Development Block Grant Funding.  Moved
Terry - This will be used for handicapped ramps at the street corners and crosswalks.

88 Authorizing for an application for community oriented policing services hiring recovery program.             Moved
Lynn – talked to the chief and if we get this grant, it would pay the salary of new police officer for several years and then we would have to pick up the cost.  There could be some vacancies coming in 2009. 

89 Authorizing a refund of an overpayment of taxes on property located at 102 Park Circle.

                                                                                                  Moved
90 Authorizing a refund of an overpayment of a sewer payment on property located at 635 Eighth Street.                              Moved
REGULAR MEETING

02 A Capital Ordinance appropriating $75,000.00 for the Clubhouse roof and irrigation pipes on New Jersey Avenue.

Lynn – this is not the full irrigation system but since NJ Ave. is being dug up now it makes sense to do the piping there now. 

Motion for second reading – Councilman Norris – second – Councilman Marczyk

Roll Call: Marczyk, yes; Norris, yes; Vizthum, yes; Gorman, yes; Caterson, yes
Motion to open to public – Councilman Norris – second – Councilman Vizthum 

No public comment.

Motion to close – Councilman Norris – second – Councilwoman Gorman

Motion for final reading and adoption – Councilman Norris – second – Councilwoman Gorman

Roll Call: Marczyk, yes; Norris, yes; Vizthum, yes; Gorman, yes; Caterson, yes

03
An Ordinance of the City of Absecon, to exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits and to establish a Cap Bank (N.J.S.A. 40A-45.14)
Motion for introduction – Councilman Norris – second – Councilwoman Gorman

Roll Call: Marczyk, yes; Norris, yes; Vizthum, yes; Gorman, yes; Caterson, yes
04
An Ordinance to vacate a portion of Reed Road, within the City of Absecon, County of Atlantic.
Motion for introduction – Councilman Norris – second – Councilwoman Gorman

Roll Call: Marczyk, yes; Norris, yes; Vizthum, yes; Gorman, yes; Caterson, yes
Consent Agenda

All matters listed under item, Consent Agenda, are considered to be routine by 

the City Council and will be enacted by one motion in the form listed.  There will 

be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be discussed separately.

Resolutions #79-90 made up the consent agenda.

Motion to move Consent Agenda – Councilman Norris – second – Councilman Vizthum

Roll Call: Marczyk, yes; Norris, yes; Vizthum, yes; Gorman, yes; Caterson, yes
APPROVAL OF BILL LIST- $1,195,486.79

Motion to approve: – Councilwoman Norris – second – Councilman Vizthum

Roll Call: Marczyk, yes; Norris, yes; Vizthum, yes; Gorman, yes; Caterson, yes

MONTHLY REPORTS – Carie

Clerk - $6,462.75

Construction - $6,635

Court - $11,067.91

Tax - $374,664.86

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Regular Meeting Minutes – 3/5/09 and 3/19/09

Closed Session as to form and content only – 3/5/09 and 3/19/09

Budget Meeting – 3/24/09 

Motion to approve: – Councilwoman Norris – second – Councilwoman Gorman

Roll Call: Marczyk, yes; Norris, yes; Vizthum, yes; Gorman, yes, but absent for 3/24; Caterson, yes

REPORTS

Joe – no report
Charlie – no report –next meeting will be 4/21 at 7:00 p.m.
Jim – 4/30 will be a downtown committee meeting at 5:30 p.m. here at City Hall

Bobbie – announced upcoming events around town

Lynn – explained how residents can control gypsy moths on their properties 

Terry – since we are having a wet spring, this helps with keeping the gypsy moths down.  Thanked Jessica for her work on the budget as well as council.

PUBLIC PORTION 

Motion to open to public – Councilman Norris – second – Councilman Vizthum

All were in favor.   No public comment.

Motion to close – Councilman Norris – second – Councilman Vizthum

All were in favor.

CLOSED SESSION – Res. #91-2009

Attorney Mike Blee – stated the reason as:

1.  Under the contract negotiations exception to the Open Public Meetings Act specifically contract negotiations involving the Chief of Police. Those minutes can be disseminated only by court order due to ongoing contractual relationship with the chief.

Motion to enter closed session – Councilman Norris – second – Councilman Vizthum

All were in favor.

Mike Blee – it’s now 9:52 p.m. and issues discussed were those announced earlier.

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion to adjourn meeting – Councilman Norris – second – Councilman Falivene

All were in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Carie A. Crone, Clerk
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